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Writing Section Instructions

This writing test has three parts. You have 30 minutes to complete all three parts. Write your responses on 
the answer sheet. Your handwriting must be readable. If you change something, do not copy what you have 
already written. Do not begin until the examiner tells you to.

End of the test.

Part 1

Look at the three pictures. Write about this story. Write 20 words or more.

Part 2

Part 3

Read and answer the question below. Write at least two paragraphs.

Some people like to travel in a car. Other people prefer to take the bus. How do you like to travel? Explain 
your answer.

Write about a school trip that you took.

• Where did you go on a school trip? 

• When did you go?

• What did you like about the school trip? Why?

Include more details. Write at least one paragraph.

Do not write in this booklet.Do not write in this booklet.
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About the Test
The MET Go! Writing test measures emerging 
through low intermediate English language 
ability. The test takes 30 minutes and is 
comprised of three parts designed to give 
test takers the opportunity to write on 
different topics:

•	 Part 1: Write a story based on three 
pictures

•	 Part 2: Write a note about personal 
experience

•	 Part 3: State and support a preference

How to Practice
To practice for the MET Go! Writing test, we 
recommend you read the sample responses. 
These responses represent a range of levels 
of MET Go! test takers. As you read them, 
think about how the test takers complete 
each part of the test and pay attention to 
linguistic features such as grammar, word 
choice, and spelling.

Sample Test
Part 1
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MET GO! Writing Sample

Sample Test
Parts 2 & 3

Scoring Criteria
MET Go! Writing Raters evaluate test takers’ 
ability to complete tasks, to express ideas, 
and their use of linguistic resources.
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Sample Test Commentary

Sample 1 • Part 1
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•	 In Parts 1 and 2, the test taker attempts 
to write a brief narrative of the story and 
note to a student in another country.

•	 Part 3 is quite short and the test taker 
does not answer the question asked in 
the task. They therefore would not be 
awarded full points for this response.

•	 Sentence structure and grammar 
errors make the responses difficult to 
understand at times.

•	 Some spelling errors (“meet” rather than 
“meat,” “cookeid,” “crizmos”) might also 
create confusion for the reader.

•	 The test taker shows that they know 
some simple vocabulary.

•	 The test taker should work on using 
simple punctuation like periods and 
commas in their sentences and organizing 
their ideas in a way that the reader can 
follow.

  Sample 1 Commentary
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    Sample 2 Commentary 

•	 In Part 1, the test taker describes some of 
the people and objects pictured, but does 
not tell a story.

•	 In Part 2, the test taker writes about their 
favorite food and how it is made, but 
does not mention whom they usually eat 
the food with.

•	 In Part 3, the test taker states a 
preference (“I like a adventures in 
nature”) and gives some reasons to 
support it. However, the response is not 
fully developed and does not meet the 
2-paragraph requirement.

•	 The test taker shows that they are able 
to use some simple grammar. They use 
verb tenses consistently. However, the 
grammar is not always accurate (“I love 
the thurist a the center Mexico food 
clasic”), which might cause the reader to 
guess what the test taker was trying to 
communicate.

•	 The test taker makes some spelling errors 
(“bich,” “gir,”) and uses non-English 
words at times (“jugosa”), which the 
reader might not understand.

•	 The test taker should work on using 
simple punctuation like periods and 
commas to organize their sentences.
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  Sample 3 Commentary

•	 In Part 1, the test taker fully describes 
each of the pictures. The test taker could 
work on making a story about what 
happens in the pictures.

•	 In Part 2, the test taker writes about an 
adventure, talking about each of the bullet 
points.

•	 In Part 3, the test taker talks about their 
preference (“I prefer eating at home with 
their family”) and explains some reasons 
why (“eating in my house is very cheap”).

•	 The grammar used in the response is 
mostly accurate. There are a few errors 
that the reader must re-read in order 
to understand (“I afer down,” “they are 
beautiful persons and they are very 
heart”). The test taker sometimes mixes 
present tense and past tense, such as in 
Part 2.

•	 The test taker shows that they know how 
to use simple vocabulary well, despite 
some repetition of words.

•	 Spelling, punctuation and capitalization is 
generally correct.
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•	 In Part 1, the test taker creates a story 
about the three pictures, describing what 
the main character was doing and how 
she felt.

•	 In Part 2, the test taker writes about an 
adventure they had. In addition to talking 
about each of the three bullet points, 
they also include many details about the 
adventure.

•	 In Part 3, the test taker discusses the 
advantages and disadvantages of eating 
at home and eating at restaurants. They 
then state their preference (“I prefer to eat 
at restaurants with my family”) and fully 
explain the reasons for this opinion.

•	 The test taker shows that they are able 
to use simple grammar very accurately. 
Occasional errors occur, but the reader 
can still understand the response. The 
test taker shows that they are able to use 
grammar to write in an abstract way.

•	 The test taker uses simple vocabulary and 
even some more advanced vocabulary 
in the response (“satisfied,” “darkness,” 
anxious”).

•	 The response is very easy for the reader 
to follow due to the organization and 
connectors used (“finally,” “to make 
matters worse,” “To begin with”).

•	 Spelling, punctuation and capitalization is 
almost always correct.

  Sample 4 Commentary


